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may have had rounded corners wiiJa doors in the sides.
The pillars were not necessary in the private theaters;
or in some public houses where other means were found
for supporting the roof.

The performance of a play differed in many ways
from one to-day. There was no scenery and there were
no women actors. Though scenes were used in court
performances as early as 1604, they do not seem to have
been employed by the professional companies to any
extent until after the Restoration. Female parts were
taken by boys, and, except in plays acted by the chil-
dren's companies, there were rarely more than two im-
portant female characters in a play. Though without
scenery, the Elizabethan stage was by no means devoid
of spectacle. Processions, battles, all kinds of mytho-
logical beings, ascents to heaven, descents to hell, fire-
works, and elaborate properties, were employed.
Numerous contemporary plays indicate that neither the
fairyland of A Midsummer-Night's Dream, nor the mag-
nificent court of Henry VIII, was devised without an
eye to the resources of the stage. Large sums of money
were lavished on costumes, the cost of a coat often
exceeding the price paid an author for a play. Cos-
tume was anachronistic; Cleopatra was impersonated
by a boy in stays and farthingale; and Caesar, prob-
ably by Burbage, in a costume much like that worn
by the Earl of Essex. Some attention, however, was
paid to appropriateness. Shepherds were clothed in
white, hunters in green; and doubtless mermaids^